Newa people who block roads 
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Bunga Dya Chariot placed where it is built and where jatra starts from, and the 
traffic making its way by. 


It is not an uncommon statement for many of the locals to hear that Newa 
festivals disruptions in the traffic. “Newa people and their processions always 
block the way”, a common narrative by an immediate observer. While the locals 
are enjoying their jatra, there is a group of people who have to wait it to pass by 
before they can take their vehicles, and often so long that it pisses them off. 


An issue of “comprehensive development” that does not start with infrastructure 
and ends with infrastructure. For a long time in history, after the Gorkhalis 
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occupied Newa territories, Newa people were kept away from any 
administrative activities and interference. When revolution flared, and narratives 
of inclusivity came, people from diverse groups demanded access to state 
administration. However, presence of Newa people or other indigenous groups 
in state mechanisms is a token power which is still at higher level controlled and 
dominated by mono-ethnic supremacy. 


The roads came later. The Jatras were here already. When the road construction 
started off in the valley, weren’t people already aware about the festivals that is 
observed here? A main road constructed on a traditional Jatra route, even 
without an alternative road! 


Did Road Department think of the cultural aspect and indigenous people while 
constructing the road? Of course, when the main road was constructed, Nepa 
Valley wasn’t as populated as today. An alternative road was not thought. The 
insensitivity irresponsible behavior of infrastructure construction department on 
indigenous people cannot be blamed to indigenous people. 


Let’s take an example of Yala. The place where Bunga Dya chariot is built is at 
Poochwa, where a main road coming from Yén (Kathmandu) passes by. When 
this main road was constructed at the first, was it ever thought what significance 
does this place have to indigenous people? Before the roads arrived, people 
already knew that a jatra takes places. Was the fact that Bunga Dya chariot is 
built in this place, ever considered when the construction was planned? Was the 
construction even planned? Despite a main road passing by, was it ever thought 
that an alternative road could still be constructed, so that the traffic can go 
smooth during jatras? 


Till today, “development-keepers” have never considered indigenous people, 
our cultures and lifestyle as an important aspect of development, either bothered 
to encorporate indigenous knowledge nor show any respect to native cultures, 
and involve local people in decision making mechanisms about ‘development’. 
This is what we want to be changed. Indigenous people need to be taken into 
accounts for development projects. 


There are many examples where indigenous people were disregarded during 
development. Ring Road bisecting Gwala is an important example. Road 
Department could have even made an alternative road, in those time. Same is 
going to happen in the end corners of valley. People will have to cross a fast 
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track to reach their funeral site, cross through eight lane roads for a Jatra, and 
this does harming to both traffic and indigenous people. 


For an immediate observer, it might be pissing off situation to be stuck in the 
jam, but for the locals, for the indigenous nation residing here, it is the disregard 
of construction projects that could not consider them as a part of the 
‘development’. 


It is the failure of government officials to encorporate wide aspects of 
development, addressing the needs of citizens; cannot be blamed upon 
indigenous people who are living their lifestyles. 


It is high time that indigenous people are consulted, involved meaningfully and 
have decision making roles when construction projects arrive at their doorsteps, 
at their hometown. 


Published on Nepal Sambat 1140-09-19, Monday. 


The article was published in my personal blog in 1140, which was ceased in the 
end of 1140. This file was prepared of the blog without making any edits or 
changes as originally published. 
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